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From June 2023 
(Volume 143) 


USA Road Trip#3 


| Some of the great flotsam on the beach at Carmel-on- the -Sea 


Continuing from the previous volume 142, Carmel —on-the— Sea was а 
fascinating place and we enjoyed our short stay there 


The main street sloped very steeply towards the beach here and 
there had been a lot of reclamation of the foreshore 


The headland іп the distance was а beautiful golf course which obviously 
was one of the many attractions for the local owners. We heard that 
many of the houses were summer holiday homes. 
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WELCOME 4 
to the California Coastal Trail at 
Carmel Beach 


The California Coastal Trail (CCT) extends 1,200 miles from Oregon to Mexico and is one of our nation's 
great trails. Over half the trail is completed and new segments are open to the public each year. The (CT is a “braided” trail 
System. Some sections are on the beach or the bluffs above. Others run along the shoulder of Highway One or nearby 
roads. The trail connects travelers to California's varied and ever-changing landscapes, from remote wind-swept 
beaches and historic lighthouses, to bustling piers, ports and urban waterfronts. Wherever you travel on 
the CCT, you can often find spectacular ocean views and memorable glimpses of marine life. È 
Here in Carmel you can walk along the beach or take a stroll on the paths above. Ever-changing, Always Beautiful 
Many stairways connect the bluffs to the beach. 


Carmel Beach is famous for its white sands 
fabulous sunsets and frolicking dogs. This unique 
pocket beach, with no sediments from 

other shores, is а natural jewel. 
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Just as the seasons draw tourists, they bring 
migrating birds and marine life, while winds and 
waves rand re-sculpt the terrain. Exp! 
hand shoreline. Watch for wildlife in th 
the sand and the sea. Discover the season 
Carmel Beach. 
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continuing on from Volume 142, we continued up the Big Sur towards Hearst Castle. As the rest of Big Sur was 
still closed Since January 4, portions of Highway 1 from San Luis Obispo County up to Monterey County.and more than three 
months later, Highway 1 from Ragged Point to the Big Creek Vista area remains closed. The 30 miles of roadway took a big 
enough hit during the storm for three landslides to force the closure. A big reason CalTrans is not able to proceed with the fill 
operation right now is due to the amount of water lying beneath the surface from the ongoing rain. 


As we didn't want to miss Hearst Castle this actually meant a long detour as the map shows. However our visit was memorable 
despite Lynn realising that we only accessed gardens and public rooms and she would have loved to see some of the private 
apartments too 


The black lines show the route we followed to Hearst Castle then back to 


near Harmony and then on the road via Paso Robles towards Carmel 
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Obispo was expanded, allowing small carts 
to take agricultural products to San Simeon 
for shipment. However, the trail was passable 
only in dry weather, and shipping by 
steamer continued for another 20 years 
Later, gasoline-powered trucks and 
railroad service to San Luis Obispo 
brought about changes in shipping 
patterns, and by 1915 the practice 
of shipping by steamer had ended. 
In 1937 the highway now known as 
California State Route 1 was paved. 


The Hearst Family 
In 1850 Missourian George Hearst, drawn 
by the Gold Rush, arrived in California 
with mining experience. He staked several 
claims throughout the West. Although Hearst 
managed several other types of businesses 
around the state, he made his fortune from 
the Comstock, Homestake, Ontario, and 
Anaconda mines. In 1865 Hearst began to 
acquire the land that would become Hearst 
Ranch, where he raised cattle and race 
horses. That year, Mr. Hearst was elected to 
the California State Assembly; 
in 1887, he was elected to 
the U.S. Senate. After 
George Hearst died in 
1891, his widow, Phoebe 
Apperson Hearst, gained 
full ownership and 
control of Rancho Piedra 
Blanca and other nearby 
properties, including the 
existing Hearst warehouse 
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Neptune Pool at Hearst Castle 


coastline, including the 
whaling station, which she 
shut down. 

The Hearsts' only child, 
William Randolph (1863- 
1951), inherited the ranch 
after Phoebe's death in 1919 and continued 
to expand his holdings. William Randolph 
Hearst—newspaper publisher, movie 
producer, and art collector—built the historic 
estate, now popularly known as Hearst 
Castle. On a hilltop overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean, La Cuesta Encantada (Spanish for 
“the enchanted hill,” as Mr. Hearst called 
it) was created by Mr. Hearst and architect 
Julia Morgan. Construction began in 1920 and 
continued until he had to depart in 1947 for 
health reasons, leaving the estate unfinished. 


PARK HISTORY 
In 1932 the State acquired more than 500 
acres of beach and inland parcels from local 
ranchers to establish the state park. The 
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In 2005 Hearst Corporation don: 
additional acres, expanding the Cal 
Coastal Trail and protecting this exceptio! 
example of California's biological diversity, 
cultural resources, and unmatched scenery. 
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HEARST CASTLE? 
The hilltop estate, set in 123 acres donated. | 
by Hearst Corporation іп January 1958 to | 
the State of California, includes а world- 
renowned collection of art. William Randolph 
Hearst also established formal gardens and 

a private zoo on his property. Descendants 
of some of the zoo animals, including zebras, 
can still occasionally be seen grazing on the 
surrounding ranchland, which is privately 
owned by Hearst Corporation. 

The hilltop was opened to the public on 
June 2, 1958. For more information, visit 
www.parks.ca.gov/HearstCastle. 

Hearst Castle, a museum accredited by 
the American Alliance of Museums, offers 
guided, year-round tours. Please call 
(800) 444-4445 or visit www.HearstCastle.org 
for tour reservations. 


RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


Activities include a trip to the Hearst Castle 
Visitor Center, viewing the educational 
movie in the Hearst Castle Theater, or taking 
tours of the castle itself. Visitors will also 
enjoy the Coastal Discovery Center—rich in 
marine studies and activities. Boardwalks 
stretching along the coastal areas allow 
visitors to enjoy viewing wildlife, includ 
the elephant seals. 


al activitie 


Some ‘background’ to Hearst Castle 
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As її was іп 1930 


San Simeon village and bay, ca 1930. Hearst Castle 
is on the hilltop, upper left 
| e] 5g Á— >? 


Not very different now 
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Тһе tour was Бу coach up the hill from the large 
welcome centre and parking areas 
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Тһе gardens were wonderful with such а 


great backdrop 
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A fantastic outdoor pool 


..ant the indoor pool 


Inside the house 


The billiard room and cinema area 


| Monterey was shown to Бе an interesting town with Steinbeck's Cannery Row 
Photo History A and a lot of other interesting things to see so we had booked two night there 


Our next journey was a very short journey of only 
about 5 miles to Monterey where we stayed a 
couple of nights as we planned to take a boat out 
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Historic Cannery Row 
| Monterey Breakwater 


Recurring winter storms wreaked NE on the Money goin Meet 
every few years (top). On April 29, 1915, such а storm, with 
60-mile-per-hour winds, destroyed. ог damaged. nearly 50 boats. 
Оп Thanksgiving morning 1919, more than. 93 vessels were е tossed. 
‘onto. the e beach, and the ‘office. of the Pacific 
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We had a long chat to one of the English girls on the support team and as we 
knew nothing about thismammoth event we were fascinated. Rowing across the 
Pacific in these specially designed boats were teams on men and women varying 

from two crew to five. Yes, they had air support and were in communication 
throughout, but boy, it must be hard and being cooped up for up to seven weeks 

must also be psychologically challenging. We determined to keep updated on line 


Photo History 


WORL 


TOUGHEST 


ТНЕ ULTIMATE ADVENTURE 


d the world wl 
сеап па small 


Teams from aroun 
rowing boat. 


crossing the Pacific О 


ТЕАМ ANTIGUA ISLAND GIRLY 


a 
WORLD” 
TOUGHEST 
оғым А” 
tU | 


WORLD'S 
TOUGHEST 20 i 


зең, 121°W 


^ 


i D 
Vm rnt тө eri = 
” Mey oM 
E 


2000 mes 


MID 
PACIFIC OCEAN 


THE JOURNEY 


This year our 14 teams vary in size froi 
Despite their differences, they all have one thing in с 


GARMIN 28 ` 
~ 2% 
nk 


BLUE MARINE 
2 FOUNDATION 


18 days after the start there are 


still 1500 nautical miles to 
go... wow!!! 


оттоп - a desire to do something seemingly 


impossible and take on the Pacific Ocean. 
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We started following on line and 


m Pairs to a group of Five and include people from all over the world. 


FOLLOW THE JOURNEY 
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This fine two-story adobe houses a museum of California History, and the Holman Collection of American Indian arti- 
facts. The self-guided and interactive exhibits present visitors with the flow of California history, from the Native 


American era through the Spanish, Mexican, and finally American governance. The garden was an oasis of calm 


я Photo History 


— 


4 

il * Largest mammal 

| * Body is blue-gra) 
е Мегу small dor 

* Blow is tall an 


- 


Photo History 


Оп Earth; max. length of 95 feet 
Y with light or dark mottling 


A great trip which was every- 
thing we had hoped for...aided 
by the great weather 


* No dorsal fin, 
* Blow is straigh 
е Flukes are scall 


has bum 


The well informed nat- 
uralist aboard made 
sure we did not miss 
any of the wonderful 
whales and porpoises 

around the boat 


For every shot here of the time 


they broke surface there are 
twenty shots of just the sea 
(where | totally missed the 


..and on the rocks cormorants and seals 
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The Famous Cannery 
Row...some local art- 
work on the walls 
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Besides Steinbeck's novel, Cannery 
Row was famous for the 1924 fire 
which started when a bolt of lightning 
struck two massive petroleum tanks, 
causing flaming oil to spill into the har- 
bour. Two canneries were destroyed in 
the fires before the tides quite literally 
turned, preventing further damage 
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Monterrey was 
originally a major 
fishing port but 
had an even older 
history reflected 
іп some remaining 
buildings 
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[Neumann Grocery Store, currently the home of Ordway Drugs, circa 1940] 


| always find ‘then’ 
and ‘now’ shots very 
interesting 
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It seems so strange that a whole in- 
dustry was based on the sardine but 
when we saw in the aquarium the 


industrial process that was involved 
one realised that it could not be sus- 
tained and virtually overnight the 
overfishing resulted in the virtual 
disappearance of the sardine 


The Monterey Aquarium was а 
major attraction and we were 
advised to allow at least two 
hours to enjoy it. We felt that 

was possibly too long but it 
was so fascinating that we 
spent well over three hours 
there as , hopefully, the follow- 
ing pictures will illustrate 
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Total fascination 
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Tiny dr:fters ride ocean currents 


Small, transparent jellies are easy to miss 

in a big blue sea. But they play an important 
role in the ocean food web. These jellies 
dine on tiny plankton, and in turn become 
meals for other animals, like fishes and 

sea turtles 


Take a closer look 


These are the sea's tiny drifters—plankton 
so small they're hard to see. The open sea 
teems with billions and billions. They make u 
a vital, nearly invisible community. 


Photo History 


These crabs begin life 
as drifters 


Red crabs drift with the California Curren' 
along the Pacific coast of Baja California. 
These wate provide food—tiny plankto 
the crabs аз they swim. Later in lift 
they settle on the seafloor to forage. 


I remember when Tammy was really little she was amazed to learn that ducks paddled 


furiously with their tiny feet below the water. Shame she hadn't seen this ‘below the 
surface’ view 
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The open sea is full of drama 


The seemingly endless world of the open sea 
is home to a fantastic variety of life. 
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um shots, but as you can see they are very 


special and beautifully displayed. 


This penguin spent a great deal of time trying to pick 


up the ball. One had to admire his determination 


47 


.-а hard choice...history or breakfast??? 


The photos show which decision we made 


